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Semantics and syntax comprise the two components of language.
Semantics deals with meaning and syntax with structure (arrangement of
words) of sentences. Structural elements link semantic elements to express
the intended meaning. Since parts of sentences are linked structurally and

syntactically, a missing word can be supplied in to the sentence.

Exercise 1
Directions: Complete the sentences below using appropriate words to

logically agree with the sentences. The first three sentences are done for you.

1. Winston Churchill lives for ever; in fact, heis _ immortal.
2. Some living beings are free-living and solitary; they are _independent
3. Rushdie’s new novel lacks _ originality ; there is nothing new or

interesting in it.

4. Danis famous for his ___; he speaks too high of his achievements.

5. Delegates expressed strong to the scheme as it appeared anti-
poor.

6. There is a new feeling of in the organization owing to the

new employee-friendly policies of the management.
7. The youth of this generation is highly displaying a lot of maturity

and experience.
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8. Georgeisa____ showing no allegiance to any political organization.

9. The company is notorious for its __ mode of functioning; its
processes need a fair degree of restructuring.

10. are characterized by the tendency to doubt and question most
things they come across.

1. With the new government in place the climate is for foreign
investors.

12. Fundamentalists serve a responsible function in a country by

the larger society from taking too modern perspectives.

Sentence completion questions, as those above, invariably have
hints in them. Identifying these hints is crucial to choosing the right

word/phrase to complete the sentence.

One such clue is thought continuity

Exercise 2

Directions : Complete each sentence using appropriate words of

phrases. The word(s) that complete the sentence is (are) parallel to a

word or phrase already given.

1. The hapless refugees should be treated with compassion and

2. The participants displayed great forethought and on matters of
political and electoral reforms.

3. Global marketers need to employ a more sophisticated and

approach to gain the confidence of local consumers.
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4. Information is both the raw material as well as for those who use
it at every stage.

5. As the buying power of the consumer increases, he will also become
more demanding of

6. A country with a population of many religions, languages and
beliefs, necessitates a secular government.

7. The reviewer of ‘The interpreter of maladies’ knowingly and
overlooks its artistic limitations.

8. Atwood’s clarity and in sketching bucolic life ensures that her
stories are read widely.

9. The combination of elegance and _ in Prof Chomsky’s speech
enthralled the invitees.

10. We no longer require artists to provide ___ images of humanity for
our moral edification but rather regard such idealization as

unnecessary.

Sentence completion clue- thought reversal

Exercise 3

Directions: complete each sentence using appropriate words or
phrases. The word or phrase that completes the sentence is opposite

in meaning to a word or phrase already given.

1. There is no pessimism among the young work force; they have a

to work place challenges.
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2. Insularity has given way to among the millions of young voters
who chose to elect more liberal representatives to the State legislature.

3. The decisive factor for the merger will not be on physical assets but on

4. The modern interpretation of spirituality points to the celebration of life
and not with

5. A culture of materialism has taken over the people preventing them
from pursuits.

6. Science and spirituality are not antithetical, instead they share a
relationship.

7. Let the differences between the two religions a cause for admiration and

celebration, not for and

8. It is doubted that ordinary human beings can be happy without
; in fact, ever since man began community living rivalry has

been the spur to most serious matters.

Exercise 4

Directions: Each question in this segment has a set of four sentences
each containing a blank each set is followed by four words. Choose
the words/words that complete the sentence. More than one word

can fit a blank. Write the letter of the sentence against the word.
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1. 1. Roma her mother while the latter was reading.
2. Her child’s insistent crying her.
3. Leela doesn’t like to be when he is working.
4. Satisfaction to excitement.
A. perturbed B. disturbed
C.leads D. influenced
2.1. If the senior officer is guilt, then by so is his associate.
2. We have to analyze the before drawing any conclusion.
3. We arrived at the of her identity, from her strongly accented
English.
4. There is no of the accused being guilty.
A. inference B. evidence
C. proof D. outcome
3.1. Not only should one have but must strive have to achieve it.
2. John has not come up to the of his parents.
3. Hisonly is to amass material wealth.
4. The government has not come up to the of the people.
A. expectation(s) B. ambition
C. goal D. regards
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4. 1. In order to include that quote, we must whose words the

quote is so that we can acknowledge appropriately.
2. It is that the quality assurance team is visiting us next
month.

3. To tide over the problem we should be able to take a

decision.
4. The announcement my suspicions.
A. ascertain B. certain
C. firm D. confirmed
1. The union intends to settle the unrest and to with the
employer

on wage claims.

2. Mathew decided to his behavior after the setback.
3. After they the price, the deal will be settled.
4. As existing space was insufficient, the company had to the
adjacent property.
A. annex B. amend
C. negotiate D. differentiate
. 1. Itisa/an to suppose that wealth brings happiness.
2. The singer was known for his performances; brilliant on one

day, mediocre the next day.

3. Since they had no practice, the team played in a/an way.
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4. It was proved that his allegations were

A. false B. erratic
C. fallacy D. infallible
7.1. The merger was formally announced after a/an settlement was
reached.
2. Lawrence was too by the idea of spending his leisure time in
the resort.

3. I find the work atmosphere in my office particularly

4. The smooth functioning of the local government will depend upon the

between the groups.
A. amity B. amicable
C. enamored D. congenial
8. 1. Job aspirants usually feel a certain sense of on D-day.

2. The elderly couple viewed the approach of winter with
dreading the effect it would have on health.
3. His hunger and weariness the adventurer set out for his
destination.
4. Many critics find modern architecture quite
A. appalling B. apprehension

C. apparent D. appeased
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9.1. The officer repeatedly warned his secretary against her
2. The secretary felt that it wasn’t her to keep the documents
ready.
3. She had to be guided closely as she was
4. The higher you rise in an organization, the greater the on

your shoulders.

A. negligence B. naive
C. respond(s) D. responsibility
10. 1. The company’s financial crisis was as it had poor planning.
2. People have a/an tendency to defend their deeds.
3. Due to circumstances, the meeting is postponed.
4. After his failure in the job, my friend developed a/an attitude.
A.inherent B. unavoidable C. indifferent

D. incorrigible

11.1. Alot of resources are required to the scheme.
2. Man’s earliest were carved out of stones and bones.
3. Nutritious food is a prerequisite for the body to normally.
4. Metabolism is the of breaking down of the consumed food.
A. process B. implement (s)
C. function D. execution
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12. 1. The traits of water birds enable them to dive deep into the
water.
2. People gathered in the gallery to see the work of art.
3. There was a change in Dan after he returned from his month-
long trip.
4. The scientist pointed out the features of some water birds

that enable them to wade through turbulent waters.

A. unique B. salient
C. peculiar D. significant
13. 1. The choice of players for the team seems completely and
defies logic.
2. The amendment passed by the government was no doubt and
well thought of.
3. She is unusually for her age.
4. The attitude of the cricket team invited a lot of criticism.
A. articulate B. astute
C. arrogant D. arbitrary
14.1. She spoke with disregard about the seniors present in the

conference room.
2. Since he was her son, her opinion of him was naturally a one.

3. The committee is of a conservative about certain issues.
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33. Saint Simon’s followers the ideology on an interpretation of his

project to reorganize the globe by replacing with the role of

spiritual powers.

A. questioned .................. ordinary life
B. broadened .................. clichés

C. adapted .................. worldly thoughts
D premised .................. brute force

34. An oil company conducted an investigation of the environmental

35-

36.

of oil spills and found that waterfowls oil spills have

a 95 percent survival rate.

A. causes ... inhabiting

B. factors .....cccecuceee. habituated to

C. contributors .................. susceptible to

D. effects .....ccouuue.. exposed to

The drug thalidomide taken during pregnancy to anxiety was

shown to contribute to deformation in infectious.

A. alleviate B. augment
C. resist D. Withstand
Social sensitivity is otherwise called the ability of an

individual to accurately sense what others think and feel from their view

point.
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D.reconstructed .................. bewilder

41. People who are to hypnosis can the effects of being

42.

43

44

hypnotised by often fooling the hypnotist that they are under his spell.

A. watchful .................. experience

B. injured .................. dominate

C. inattentive .................. ignore

D. unresponsive .................. mimic

Our visual perception the reception of energy reflecting or

radiating from that which we wish to perceive.

A. consists of B. arises from
C. leads to D. dependson
The limits of our eyes have been mechanically by

instruments such as telescopes and microscopes.
A. estimated ......... driven

B. usual ......... aligned

C. natural ......... extended

D.endless.......... restricted

Atwood’s fiction and essays have been widely and rightly as
major contributions to American Literature.

A. acknowledged B. criticized
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B. interpretation ......... goodness
C. rendition ......... clarity

D. evolution ......... elegance

The of the book review can be gauged by the fact that it
comprises kindliness occasional flashes of critical remarks
where the book deserves it.

A. fairness ......... accompanied by

B. reality......... interrupted by

C. greatness ......... interspersed with

D. duality ......... marred by

Although recent research has allowed us to the tissue
biomaterial interface by controlling factors, our basic understanding of

how implant devices adhere to tissues remains

A. understand ......... unchanged

B. demonstrate ......... questionable

C. stabilize ......... incomplete

D.replicate ......... superfluous

Jewish law was the cohesion of the community and reinforced
by pressure from outside; it practiced of dissent.

A. dominated by ......... denial
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B. buttressed by ......... accommodation
C. supported by ......... reversal
D.negated by ......... compliance

Television programs for the late night viewing should be more
challenging as the late night audience is more
A. critical B. imaginative

C. mature D. realistic

Peter Drucker’s management theories, though written in the 1950’s, are

worth reading as they are present day business practices.

A. precursors to B. by products of

C. outgrowths of D. implications for

Even though studies do not the relationship, blood pressure
regulation can be sustained noise.

A. obscure ......... impaired by

B. diminish ......... raised by

C. neutralise ......... disrupted by
D. buttress ......... aggravated by
After a lull, bicycles are in huge demand as to automobiles

because of an increased awareness on wellness.

A. an addition B. a challenge
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